Testing the acceptance of asthma model with children and adolescents.
Older school-age children and early adolescents with asthma have demonstrated and verbalized difficulty in accepting their condition. Although researchers have explored adult acceptance, few have explored child or adolescent acceptance. The purpose was to explore the fit of the data to a specified latent variable acceptance of asthma model. School-age children and early adolescents (N = 118), ages 9 to 14 years enrolled in Grades 4 to 9, diagnosed with asthma and their parents completed self-report instruments. EQS was used for structural equation modeling analyses. The specified model was a good fit to the data and accounted for more than 70% in the explained variance of vigilance, 30% of participation in life activities, 25% of taking control, and 20% of asthma health behaviors. Support for the model possess implications for development of theory-based education and counseling interventions to support participation in life activities by targeting cognitive, behavioral, and psychosocial aspects of living with the asthma.